
Water and the War for Independence 
are the main reasons for Van 
Hornesville’s existence as a hamlet. 
Van Hornesville’s most important 
origin story is its relationship to water. 
Otsquago Creek, affectionately known 
as the Squawk, coupled with the 
topography of the land, made it an 
appealing place for development after 
the American Revolution.  
 
According to Stark County Historian, 
Jim Cook, “Abraham Van Horne  
and his family came from New Jersey 
in 1771 and settled in Montgomery 
County. He was a member of the Tryon 
County Committee of Safety in June 
1775, was appointed Sheriff in 1781, 
and was a firm adherent of the American 
cause.” In 1791, Van Horne and his 
family settled here, on the banks of the 
Otsquago, and in 1833, Van Horne’s 
son constructed the splendid gristmill 
that still stands below the dam and the 
millpond. The Mill inaugurated a minor 
industrial revolution with the appearance 
of a cotton factory, a grist mill with 
three runs of stones, a sawmill, a cheese 
box factory, a cheese factory, and a 
cigar factory. A century later, in 1937, 
the Van Hornesville Milk Producers 
Cooperative would begin operations at 
the Mill for the next 85 years. 
 

Van Hornesville people have fond 
memories of the Millpond, to the 
extent that the number one wish on a 
recent community survey was to see  
it restored. Larry Schnell remembered 
that “The Millpond was a natural 
playground when I was growing up in 
Van Hornesville. The grassy shores, 
submerged limestone formations, fish, 
and wildlife were mysterious and 
intriguing. Fishing and wading were 
great ways to enjoy nature right in the 
middle of the hamlet.”  
 
Fish were plentiful, courtesy of a State 
Fish Hatchery just upstream from the 
pond. Dave Delaney referred to the 
Millpond as a “fish nursery,” originally 
inhabited by brook trout, then rainbow 
trout and later the larger and more 
aggressive brown trout. He recalled  
the pond was drained periodically, 
releasing the fish downstream and 
generating stories of big fish. Myths 
about “the Big One” have lured people 
to fish these waters for generations.  
 

Tim Smith reminisced about fishing as 
a child with his grandfather. “I would sit 
at the pond watching the fish swim 
around and trying to lure the “BIG ONE” 
onto my hook with my grandfather 
watching and I’m sure chuckling about 
it.” Tim also remembered “watching 
people from all over coming to the pond 
having picnics and fishing for trout, and 
some teaching their children to fish.”  
 
The Millpond offered an intergener -
ational educational and recreational 
experience, not only about biology, but 
also geology, history, and botany. A 
fishing derby intensified the desire to 
bait a hook and try to outsmart wily 
trout. The Fish Hatchery sponsored the 
Derby, attracting participants from  
well beyond the town boundaries.  
 
Do you have memories of the Mill Pond 
that you would like to share? Please 
send recollections and reminiscences 
(and old photos if you have them) to: 
info@vhccorp.org. 
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As newcomers to Van Hornesville, my 
wife and I faced the formidable task  
of getting to know our new hometown. 
Who best to help in that endeavor? 
Why, Ron and Jane Klump, according  
to neighbors who know them! 
 
On a cold winter day with a light snow 
swirling in the breeze, I sat down with 
Ron and Jane in the warmth of their 
kitchen, beside a large window over -
looking the frozen Otsquago Creek. I 
could not help admiring the barn that 
extended over the creek to the opposite 
bank and the rafter of wild turkeys 
ambling by. It was the perfect 
backdrop for friendly conversation. 
 
Jane was born and raised in Van 
Hornesville. Asked about her earliest 
childhood memory, she recalled a time 
when, jealous of the newest addition to 
the family, she gently placed her baby 
brother in the stroller and headed down 
… toward Otsquago Creek. (Which 
made me wonder what her brother’s 
earliest childhood memory might be!)  
 
Jane also vividly recounted a favorite 
ritual in which she would meet Owen D. 
Young on Saturday mornings at the 
general store. Mr. Young would always 
greet her with, “Good morning, Ms. 
Harrad,” and then leave her with some 
change to buy loose candy. 
 
Hailing from just down the road in 
Nelliston, Ron has called Van 
Hornesville home since 2000. He and 

Jane met for the first time one evening 
at 5S Diner in Fort Plain. Seeing Ron 
and his mother from her table, Jane 
and her mom invited them to join them. 
Closing time came and went as their 
conversation at the table continued for 
another hour. Afterward, Ron and  
Jane met every Wednesday evening at 
the diner and, two years later, they tied 
the knot at Van Hornesville United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Asked about something others may  
not know about her, Jane described 
her love of antiques, many beautiful 
examples of which are on display  
in their home. Ron nodded, noting with 
a smile that she loves to buy but not  
to sell! For his part, Ron shared that he 
served two tours of duty in Vietnam 
with the US Navy Seabees.  

Regarding the biggest change in our 
community, Ron and Jane offered a 
fascinating account of the June 2013 
flood. The normally tranquil Otsquago 
Creek became a raging torrent, sweeping 
away everything in its path. Fortunately, 
their home was spared major damage, 
though the water rose in the basement 
to a depth of four or five inches. 
 
Our conversation ended with ideas for 
the future of Van Hornesville. Without 
hesitation, Jane mentioned bringing back 
the general store, along with keeping 
alive the popular summer concerts by 
the Valley Rockers, her favorite annual 
event. After Ron gave me a quick tour,  
I excused myself, happily confident that 
with residents like Ron and Jane, our 
village has a bright future.
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Bringing It All Together 
 BY BOB CIERNIA, VHCC Board President 

At the November meeting, the 
Member ship requested the Board 
continue the work to prioritize the 
activities and goals the VHCC might 
pursue in future. In response, the 
Board asked the Community Planning 
Team to write a draft planning document. 
 
The Planning Team: Rick Bronner 
(Town of Stark Supervisor), Bob Ciernia 
(VHCC Board President), Suzannah 
Ciernia, John Constable (VHCC Board 
Member), David Dragicevich, James 
Eckler, Jane Klump, Bonnie Nestle, 
Cathy Woodruff, Lori Wrench.  
 
The group met four times, each 
meeting lasting just over two hours.  
Our first goal: write a mission statement  
to guide us in the planning process.  
We settled on the following: The 

mission of the VHCC is to strengthen  

our community by bringing people  

of all ages together to support local 

activities and social events; to beautify 

and preserve the area’s cultural and 

historical assets for the education  

and enrichment of area visitors and 

residents; and, to promote economic 

welldoing and community wellbeing. 
 
Having established that our top priority 
was to build a stronger community 
among residents of Van Hornesville 
and neighboring villages, the Planning 

Team recommended focusing attention 
on properties in the following order:  
 
TIER 1 PRIORITIES  

Millpond Community Center 
 
The Planning Team recommends 
making the Millpond Community 
Center the focal point of its efforts in 
the immediate near term. If upgraded 
to year-round use, the Community 
Center would meet many of the 
community’s needs, including offering 
a venue for community dinners, movies, 
concerts, art nights, dances, etc. 
Already a well-used asset in warmer 
months, a winterized community 
center would create a high visibility 
resource of community pride and 
vitality. While there are many details  
to be investigated, the feasibility of 
adding a “kitchenette” to the back of 
the building and assessing the code 
requirements to expand the use of the 
building are where the Planning Team 
recommends putting our energy. 
 
Millpond Park 
 
Whether the Mill Pond can be restored 
or not, the Planning Team recommends 
leaving as much of the Millpond Park 
as untouched as possible. Less is more. 
The group recommended maintaining 
the viewshed and not crowding the 

limited open space with structures of 
any kind, playground equipment and 
picnic tables included. 
 
To accommodate the increased activity 
at the Community Center, additional 
parking is needed. The Planning Team 
recommends that the VHCC determine 
the feasibility of installing diagonal  
or parallel parking along Route 80, 
starting at the current Office parking 
area and continuing to the driveway 
adjacent to the Community Center.  
 
TIER 2 PRIORITIES 

Post Office and Food Pantry  
 
The Board is already in the process of 
making improvements at this location 
and the Planning Team supported 
moving forward with additional upgrades 
to this property. The Planning Team 
recommended that the current tenants 
be contacted on how they think the 
building might be made more welcoming 
and comfortable, and the issues they 
see as needing to be addressed in  
the near future. 
 
As one of the first things visitors see 
entering the village, the Planning Team 
recommends the VHCC works to 
improve the visual impact of the area 
by opening up the landscape to 
highlight the beauty of the stream and 

replacing invasives with attractive native 
plants that offer pollinator habitat. 
 
TIER 3 PRIORITIES 

Outdoor Learning Center 
 
The Planning Team recommends that 
the VHCC look at transferring 
ownership of the property to another 
non-profit better aligned with its 
mission and maintenance capabilities.  
 
The Planning Team’s first choice would 
be to transfer ownership to the School 
District. If the School is not interested, 
there was support for transferring  
the property to an organization like  
the Otsego Land Trust that would have  
the resources and experience to 
maintain and manage it.  
 

When I was a little girl, every year my 
family would make the looong drive  
to Van Hornesville from either Florida 
or Wisconsin—this was before all  
the interstate highways were finished! 
 —so that we could gather with all the 
relatives of my father David Young’s 
family on the Fourth of July. There were     
 —and still are—a lot of them: cousins, 
aunts, uncles, great aunts, great uncles, 
second cousins, third cousins, etc.! 
There was always a picnic, a big 
bonfire with lots of singing, and of 
course fireworks. 
 
We smaller kids would listen to stories 
from Aunt Jo, Owen Young’s daughter, 
our great aunt, about what it was like 
when she was a little girl, coming up to 
Van Hornesville to gather with cousins 
and extended family. I particularly 
remember her telling us the story that, 
although the official name of the creek 
running through the village was the 
Otsquago, they always called it the 

‘Squawk’. Aunt Jo said that she thought 
it was particularly appropriate since 
that’s the sound people would often 
make when they stuck their feet in that 
cold water. We loved the nickname and 
that’s what we always called the creek. 
  
It was only later, when I began to  
read about the history of the founding 
of Van Hornesville, that I found out the 

original settlement of my ancestors, 
the Jung Family, was located up on  
the hills above the valley, and it was  
called “Squawg” or “Squak”. 
 
Got a story that brings history to life?  
If you'd like to share a memory from 
growing up in Van Hornesville, please 
let us know! VHCC publishes four 
newsletters each year: two from our 
local archivist Michelle Hitchcock in 
Winter and Summer, and two from the 
VHCC Board in the Fall and Spring. 
We’d love to share your history in this 
village! Contact us at info@vhccorp.org.

BACK-BURNER PRIORITIES  
The Fire House, Office, and Mill are all 
properties with potential. However, the 
Planning Team recommends leaving 
them on the back burner while we deal 
with more immediate concerns. 
 
WRAPPING UP  
The Planning Team came up with 
additional ideas not discussed in this 
brief article—you can expect to hear 
more about them in coming months. 
 
As you see, the Planning Team covered 
a lot of ground—and many potential hot 
button topics! They’re to be thanked 
for their calm, deliberative approach 
and the respectful manner in which 
they dealt with differing opinions! 

Memories of a Jung’un 
BY SUZANNAH CIERNIA

 
Relative Harmony (l to r: Peter Young, Suzannah Young Ciernia, Marty Ciernia Fjeld, Charlie Young)  
rocks the Millpond Community Center at a benefit concert for the VHCC.
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SAT I MAY 16 
Community Coffee 
Millpond Community Center I 9–10:30am 
VHCC Spring Meeting 
Millpond Community Center I 10:30am  
THU I MAY 21  
Memorial Day Celebration 
Village Green I 1:30pm 

SAT I MAY 30  

OLC Cleanup 
Outdoor Learning Center I 9am–noon 
Volunteers needed! Lunch and beverages  
provided. Please email or leave a message  
at 315-522-3131 if you can help. 

SAT I JUN 20 
Community Coffee 
VHCC Office I 9–11am 

Flower Bed Refresh 
VHCC Office I 11am–1pm 

SAT I JUL 4 
“Revolution” Photo Booth 

Springfield Community Center I 10am–2pm 

SAT I JUL 18 
Community Coffee 
Millpond Park I 9–11am 
Rain: Millpond Community Center 

Movie Night in the Park 
Pizza 8pm I film at dusk I Millpond Park 

SAT I JUL 25 
Community Art+BBQ 
Art Making 2–5pm I BBQ 4–6pm 
Millpond Community Center 

FRI I JUL 31 
Summer Concert 
Spike & the Boys I food truck I 6–9pm 
Village Green 

SUN I AUG 9 
Chamber Music Concert 
Millpond Community Center I 4–6pm 

SAT I AUG 15 
Community Coffee 
Millpond Park I 9–11am 
Rain: Millpond Community Center 

SAT I AUG 22 
Movie Night in the Park 
Pizza 8pm I film at dusk I Millpond Park
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